THE BEAR CLAN, 49

Totems are its subdivisions. The No-ka or Bear family
are more numerous than any of the other clans of the
Ojibways, forming fully one-sixth of the entire tribe.

In former times this numerous body was subdivided
into many lesser clans, making only portions of the bear’s
body their Totems, as the head, the foot, the ribs, ete.
They have all since united under one head, and the only
shade of difference still recognized by them is the common
and grizzly bear. They are the acknowledged war chiefs
and warriors of the tribe, and are keepers of the war-pipe
and war-club, and are often denominated the bulwarks of
the tribe against its enemies.

It is a general saying, and an observable fact, amongst
their fellows, that the Bear clan resemble the animal that
forms their Totem in disposition. They are ill-tempered
and fond of fighting, and consequently they are noted as
ever having kept the tribe in difficulty and war with other
tribes, in which, however, they have generally been the
principal and foremost actors. They are physically noted,
and the writer has observed the fact, that they are pos-
sessed of a long, thick, coarse head of the blackest hair,
which seldom becomes thin or white in old age. Young
Hole-in-the-day (son of the great war-chief of that name),
the recognized chief of the Ojibways of the Mississippi,
numbering about twelve hundred, is now [A. D. 1852]
the most noted man of the No-ka family. Ka-kaik (the
Hawk), of Chippeway River, and Be-she-ke (Buffalo), of
Leech Lake, have extolled influence as war chiefs.

The Mah-cen-gun, or Wolf totem family, are few in
number, and reside mostly on the St. Croix River and at
Mille Lac. They are looked upon by the tribe in general
with much respect. The Ojibways of this totem derive
their origin on the paternal side from the Dakotas. Na-
guon-abe. the civil chief of Mille Lac, may be considered

the principal man of this family. Mun-o-min-ik-a-she
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